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Boreal forest habitat characterized by balsam fir, white spruce, and scattered white pine.
Isle Royale National Park, Michigan. PHoTto BY NPS / TED GOSTOMSKI

ON THE COVERS
Front: Black-andwhite Warbler. Photo by Scott Giese.
Back: Nashville Warbler. Pho by Amado Demesa / Wikimedia Commons
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Thank YOU to everpne who attended this workshop and contributed their thoughtful ideas
about forest bird conservation in the boreal hardwood transition zone. We appreciate our workshop
speakers, who presented on a variety of forestreiated topics that ultimately hepearve out

insightful discussions, including the following people (listed alphabetically): Nick Anich, Callie
Bertsch, Randy Dettmers, Greg Edge, Andrew Forbes, Bob Howe, Mike Mossman, Calleday M
Mar k Nel s o rKruegAanddNiclkeWalto®. Michell€opley of the West Wisconsin Land

Trust provided tremendous logistical support for this workshop, including running registration,
maintaining overall communication, printing, and managing money, for which we are grateful. We
appreciate former Northern Fest Birds Working Group Steering Committee members and others
who have provided exceptional leadership in carrying this Working Group forward through the years,
as well as their insightful ideas and discussions, including the following people: Dave @sa$shu

Bob Howe, Rachael Pierce, Tom Will, Leakhena Au, Tina Hall, Andrew Forbes, and Mary Maj.

X

Bird conservation in the northern forests of Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsihas

received increasing attention in the last decade. Since 2013, the Ndéftiest Birds Working
Group has made steady progress towards identifying a shared vision, translating that vision into clear
goals, engaging a robust network of partners, and expanding its focus from coordinating monitoring
and data management to alsegrating sciencbased needs of forest birds in management activities
across the landscape. In addition to expanding our focus, the Working Group has also transitioned
from operating within the Midwest Coordinated Bird Monitoring Partnership to serviagvasking

group within the Upper Mississippi River and Great Lakes Region Joint Venture community. In light
of these transitions, the Working Group Steering Committee organized this workshop to achieve the
following objectives: 1) reengage and provide ugis to the broader Working Group community, 2)
kick-start several projects, and 3) provide training on the Midwest Avian Data Center. Over 50
participants representing 20 organizatiguiss a few interested individualaveled to Ashland,
Wisconsin (inspite of a record snowstorm!) for this tway event.

The opening plenary session oriented participants to the history of the Northern Forest Birds

Working Group, provided an introduction to the Upper Mississippi River and Great Lakes Region
Joint Ventue, andpresentedhe Avian Conservation Assessment Datapasmitting edge todhat
highlightsthe greatest needs for collaborative solutionsddaancehe conservatiorof northern

forest birds. The plenary was followed bydapth presentations adicussions led by bird

scientists to gather feedback and increase participation on two projects focused on boreal birds and
evaluating speciesd sensitivity to |l andscape an
Day One initiated a conversati@round integrating bird conservation objectives within forest
management activities. A team of forestry professionals provided a synthesis of the status and trends
of forest habitat types within the region; an overview of silvicultural practices commpplied to

our forests; a case study of applying tools to achieve landscape scale objectives within a pine barrens
ecosystem; and descriptions of forest bird communities and conservation initiatives in old growth,
managed old growth, and young forest abads.



The following morningds s es sedgewebtoelsathaucanchelp d e mon s

practitioners put data to work for forest bird conservation: eBird, Breeding Bird Atlases, North
American Breeding Bird Survey, and Midwest AvianData nt e r . The Working
Committee then facilitated an-otepth discussion, synthesizing the main points and key questions
from the workshop; finding agreement on the topics most ripe for coordinated action; describing
products or tools thaoald help deliver and integrate bird information into decision processes; and
strengthening our network through enhanced communication and networking.

Our northern forests provide important nesting and migratory habitat for a diverse assemblage of
birds. Populations of many forest birds in this region are stable, while others show steady to
alarming declines. We have the unique opportunity to come together, ensure our forests remain on
the landscape, and continue to improve habitat quality for diveresmbkges of bird species. This
workshop allowed us to take a solid step towards that desired future!

Katie Koch and
Erin Gnass Giese
Co-Chairs Northern Forest Birds Working Group

Scarlet Tanager. PHOToO BY SCOTT GIESE
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Vision and Goals of the Northern Forest Birds Working
Group

Our coordinated leadership in monitoring, research, and management actions ensures thriving,
diverse northern forest bird communities across Bird Conservation Region (BCR) 12. We actively
share information, coordinate and colladter use the best available science, and inform/evaluate
management practices for northern forest birds.

Workshop Objectives

1. Reengage the broaddlorthern Forest BirdeBCR 12) Working Group (WG) community
and provide updates from the BCR 12 WG Steeriomfittee.

2. Kick start ®veral BCR 1zrelated projects.

3. Train workshop participants on how to use the Midwest Avian Data Center.

BCR 12 (the Boreal Hardwood Transition Zone) within the boundaries of the Upper Mississippi River-
Great Lakes Region Joint Venture (indicated by blue line).
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10:00 a.mi 10:15 a.m.Check-in + Registration
10:15 a.m7 10:30 a.m.Welcome + Introductions
10:30 a.mi 12:00 p.m.Plenary Session
9 Overview, History, and Update on BCR 12 Working Group

9 Mission of and Integtion with theUpper Mississippi RiveGreat Lakes Region
(UMRGLR Joint Venture

9 Avian Conservation Assessment Database (ACAD): A Tool for Bird
Conservation and Highlighting Needs for Collaborative Investigation

12:00 p.mi 12:15 p.m.BREAK 17 distribute lunches

12:15 p.mi 12:45 p.m.Collaborative Study of Boreal Birds Throughout BCR 12

This session will provide an overview of a new study in Wisconsin to estimate populations of
lesserknown boreal birds and investigate how landscape and climate oabidifis may

affect them. Similar efforts in Minnesota and Michigan will be discussed, as well as the
potential to expand the Wisconsin study throughout BCR 12.

12:45 p.mi 1:15 p.m.ldentifying Sensitive Species in BCR 12

This session will introduceawe anal ysi s that evaluates bird
landscape activities and forest management activities. Participants will be asked to provide

input on the proposed model, identify additional variables to consider, and list potential data
sources t@ontact for a more robust, BCR-$2ale analysis.

1:15 p.mJ 4:30 p.m.lIntegrating Active Forest Management and Bird Conservation

This session will provide a broad overview of the state of forestry within BCR 12. An FIA
basedForest Inventory and Anadis Program of the U.S. Forest Seryisgnthesis of

regional forest types will be followed by a summary of silvicultural practices by forest type.
It will conclude with several case studies exemplifying successful integration of landscape
scale bird congegation objectives with stanrlével forest management.

4:30 p.m.i 5:00 p.m..BREAK

5:00 p.m.J 6:00 p.m..Evening Social + Poster Session






History, Overview, and Update on BCR 12 Working Group

Katie Koch U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Migratory Biraddgram
Erin Giese University of WisconsinGreen BayCofrin Center for Biodiversity

Katie Koch talks about the relevance of this workshop in the broader context of the Northern Forest Birds
Working Group. PHOTO BY ERIN GIESE / UNIVERSITY OF WISCONSIN-GREEN BAY

Slides from ach ofthe following presentations are available for download at
www.wisconsinbirds.org/northetforestbirds/, Summary notes below were taken by E.
Giese, T. Gostomski, and Rrady.


































































































































