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“Private landowners can have a big impact 
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Managing Habitat for Migratory Birds

Common Questions 
about Bird Migration 
and Land Management
What is a Migratory Bird?

rest at what are known as 

between breeding and wintering areas and must 



Which Bird Species Migrate 
through the Great Lakes Region?

land birds on both their northbound and southbound 

wisconsinbirds.

Why is the Great Lakes Region so 
Important to Migrating Land Birds?

Grasslands:  

 

 

Migratory Land Bird Species of Greatest Conservation Need in Wisconsin's Lake Michigan Basin



Why Protect or Create Stopover Habitat?

them survive and thrive. People and 
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Forest Habitats

 

How to Create, Enhance or Protect Stopover Habitats

Common Species of Native Trees and Shrubs in Wisconsin’s Lake Michigan Basin Include:

Bur oak Ash Paper birch
Yellow birch

Dogwood shrubs



The Importance of Forests and Forest 
Succession to Migratory Land Birds Succession
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Creating Habitat Diversity in
Forests and Stream Corridors
Important Trees and Shrubs

migrant 
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Enhancements to Layering 
Within Forests

Enhancing Forest Edge Habitats

Retaining Streamside Buffers and
Habitat Corridors

Forest Management and Migrant Birds

Forest Habitats and Their Distance 
from Lake Michigan

.
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where development has eliminated most natural areas 

Increase Habitat Structure

Corporate Lands, Backyards 
and other Urban Habitats

Reduce Lawn Area and Leave 
Corners Uncut

Plant Native Trees and Shrubs



Forbs and Flowers

Vines and Shrubs

Trees

and associated 

when insects are scarce elsewhere due to cold weather or 

Control Invasive Plants

Reduce or Eliminate Use of Pesticides 
and Herbicides 

Retain Dead Trees or Dead Limbs 
Whenever Possible 

Provide a Water Source

encourage birds to use water resources.



Bene ts of a bird friendly yard
or woodlot:
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Ash 
Aster
Basswood 
Beebalm

Bluegrass 

    

     

     

     

    

     

   

    

     

Common and Latin Names of Plant Species Noted in the Text



abcbirds.org 

celebrateurbanbirds.org

 

audubon.org

nrcs.usda.gov

 
 

wglbbo.org

abcbirds.org

For More Information on Creating 
Habitats for Birds

Wisconsin Bird Conservation Initiative
wisconsinbirds.org

.
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